At a glance: Pet license and shelter statistics

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Licenses issued — dog
Altered 69,814 67,678 67,198 62,522 66,702 63,673
Unaltered 5,523 5,167 5,082 5,143 5,072 4,540
Juvenile 4,201 3,825 4,121 4,617 3,882 3,146
Senior: New Lifetime 1,363 1,091 1,159 1,108 1,266 1,192
Senior: Renew 8,959 9,461 9,784 10,264 10,063 11,661
Service Animals 158 171 196 229 224 266
Other 3,515 3,444 1,828 1,620 1,585 1,347
Total 93,533 90,837 89,368 85,503 88,794 85,825
Licenses issued — cat
Altered 45,847 43,436 40,870 41,982 37,940 35,795
Unaltered 273 242 228 217 188 168
Juvenile 1,866 1,791 1,624 1,394 1,111 1,168
Senior: New Lifetime 1,047 1,069 945 871 998 959
Senior: Renew 6,854 7,389 7,788 7,572 7,934 8,416
Other 2,775 2,790 1,838 1,903 1,932 1,696
Total 58,662 56,717 53,293 53,939 50,103 48,202
Total licenses issued
Total Licenses Issued 152,195 147,554 142,661 139,442 @ 138,897 134,027

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Placed* 4,456 4,559 4,979 4,525 5,326 6,062
Returned to owner 1,809 1,766 1,684 1,698 1,590 1,323
Euthanized 5,943 5,436 4,666 4,331 4,068 2,182
Euthanized - Healthy Adoptable 8 - - - - )
Euthanized - Unadoptable 5,935 5,436 4,666 4,331 4,068 2,182




Euthanasia rate (per King County

Code) 48.7% 45.4% 40.2% 39.8% 34.8% 21.1%
DOA** 493 437 392 381 390 300
Total animals handled*** 12,701 12,413 11,990 11,259 12,088 10,631

*adopted + rescued
**animal picked up deceased
***intake + carryover from previous year
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